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THE CIRCUIT RIDER 
Snoqualmie United Methodist Church 

November/December 2019 

GIVE UNTIL IT FEELS GOOD 

If you missed Ed Morrisons sermon and story telling on October 27,you can 
listen online: http://www.snoqualmieumc.org/sermons.html .  

Give until it feels good. They gave themselves first to the Lord (2 Corinthians 
8:5.) Therein lies our invitation this stewardship season, and throughout the 
year.  What a gateway to joyful, meaningful, and transformative giving.  

What do you hope for your spiritual life in 2020? What are you excited to 
share? What ministry would you like to get involved in, stir up, or start with 
Snoqualmie UMC? What service in the broader community can Snoqualmie 
UMC support you in?  Please watch your mail for our stewardship letter and 
pledge card for 2020. Well consecrate our financial and other offerings in 
worship on November 24th, gratitude Sunday.  

 What are we going to do with all  this blessing weve been given?   

Lets give until it feels good, and embrace where Grace takes us from there.    

Blessed by and with you, 

Pastor Lee 

  

SAVE THE DATES 
Sunday, November 10 – 
Congregational lunch 
following worship 

Thursday, November 28, 3-
5:30pm – Thanksgiving 
Community Meal  

Sunday, November 24 – 
Gratitude Sunday 

Saturday, December 21, 6:30-
7:30 pm – Longest Night 
Caroling, Snoqualmie Gazeb0 

Tuesday, December 24, 7 and 
11 pm – Christmas Eve 
services  

 
 

 

http://www.snoqualmieumc.org/sermons.html
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WORSHIP FORECAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays at 10:30 am; see www.snoqualmieumc.org for possible updates and adjustments. 
November 3 – Celebrate All Saints Communion! We welcome Annabelle Court through baptism, and others to 
covenantal belonging. Consider the cloud! Hebrews 11:19-12:2.   

November 10 - Community at the Crossroads: Salt AND Light. Matthew 5:13-16; John 15:8-17. Music with 
Carol Lawrence. Congregational Lunch after worship with Rivers of Faith exercise facilitated by Reri MacLean. 

November 17 - Community at the Crossroads: Spiritual Center First, Matthew 13:44-53; Exodus 16:1-3. 
Music with Toddie Downs. 

November 24 - Entering Gods Gates with Thanksgiving. Community at the Crossroads, 
conclusions. Psalm 100; Exodus 35:21-29; Joshua 24:15. Consecration of stewardship offerings for 2020.  Music with 
Carol Lawrence.  

December 1 - Advent begins! In Marys Shoes : Here Am I. Luke 1:26-38. Music with Wendy Yee. 

December 8 - In Marys Shoes: Blessed Are You. Luke 1:39-56. 

December 15 - Childrens Christmas Program. In Marys Sho es: They Have No Wine, John 2:1-12. 

December 22 - In Marys Shoes: Hard Labor, Luke 2:1-6; John 19:23-27. 

December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE services at 7 and 11 pm. Birth! 

December 29 - In Marys Shoes:  Finding Sanctuary. Matthew 2:13-16; Luke 2:21-40. 

January 5 - Epiphany Sunday. In Marys Shoes: Gifted. Matthew 2:1-12; Ephesians 3:1-6. 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.  - Acts 2:42 
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THIS IS US 

When we at SUMC are asked what we like about our church, many of us answer, “The people.”  This column will focus on 
the individuals that make up "The people."  

The Welcoming Committee hopes this will bring us a little closer to knowing that person we pass in the church hall or sit 
two pews behind in Sunday worship or nod to as we pour our Fellowship coffee. Were an  interesting assortment. 

Gene Pollard 

Gene Pollard, who is half English, one quarter Swedish, and one quarter Danish, was 
born in Austin, Texas, where he is pleased to have been Editor/Photographer of the 
Comet, the 1953 Austin High School yearbook. Gene has many heroes, among them 
Mahatma Gandhi, “a champion of peace and justice,” who said, “Even if you are a 
minority of one, the Truth is still the Truth.” 

Classical music moves Gene - in particular, Sibeliuss Finlandia - and he enjoys 
classically based Christian hymns. He likes movies and has fond memories of Julie 
Christie as Lara in Dr. Zhivago and of the films music, “Laras Theme .” His favorite 
movie is A Song to Remember, a 1945 fictionalized story of Frederic Chopin. 

Gene is described as “idealistic and rather serious” by his friends. In less serious 
moments, he enjoys watching and laughing at the British Comedy, Keeping Up Appearances. 

Lesley Sheppard 
 
Lesley Sheppard is working on her Masters Degree in Education while raising four 
children. “I used to laugh a lot,” she says. “Then two of my children became teenagers 
and now I cry more than I laugh. I do laugh at my crazy dogs.”  Though Jesus tops 
Lesleys list of heroes, she also counts as heroic the many teachers and moms whove 
helped her and her kids along the way. 

Born in Tucson, Arizona, Lesley considers herself a “citizen of the world”.  She is a 
“literature addict” whose favorite books include Unbroken, The Sun Also Rises, 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and One Hundred Years of Solitude. Her friends see 

her as loyal, caring, adventurous, and smart. In addition to reading, Lesles soul is fed by hiking, praying, learning new 
things, coffee, sunshine, listening, teaching, and helping others to overcome and succeed.   

Will Downs  
Will Downs was born in Cleveland, Ohio in 2002. When he was three years of age, he 
and his family moved to Snoqualmie.  Though they’ve made plenty of friends here, 
many of the people they are related to and care about are still back East.  Will states 
that a highlight of last summer was a trip he took with Toddie, Greg and Liann to visit 
their many relatives in Ohio and Pennsylvania whom they had not seen for quite a 
few years. Next spring, he and his family will travel to catch up with another relative, 
his uncle who has recently been named Fire Chief in Yuma AZ.   

Will drives what he calls “an old Dodge.” Being the teenage boy that he happens to be, 
he’s good at maintenance tasks like putting on new windshield wipers and replacing 



[4] 
 

the battery.   Next summer Will hopes to take his trusty car to the North Cascades Highway and drive it for the scenery 
and to see the Grand Coulee Dam.  

Besides enjoying his family, car, and being a student, Will works at QFC, and is an active member of SUMC.  Will 
participates in youth group activities, has worked a number of youth mission trips and is a member of the Staff Pastor 
Parish Relations Committee. He also regularly contributed to our chancel choir under Harley’s direction. Those of you 
who know Toddie won’t be surprised that other members of the family are musical or have a serious interest in music.  
Will has a grandpa who was a DJ at a country music radio station and who personally met a lot of famous country music 
singers. Will too, has a special affinity for the country music of the 1980’s and 1990’s. 

Thanks, Will, for the ways you make our Snoqualmie Valley community a better place to be. We are proud that you are 
among those that we call “Us”. 

MUSIC STORIES 

Is there a particular hymn that moves you? One that brings personal memories 
or makes you smile or shed sweet tears? Our music task force is curious to know 
your favorites and the stories behind them. Lets share our love of music as we 
make a joyful noise. Contact anyone on the Music Task Force (Linda Boord, 
Pastor Lee Carney-Hartman, Toddie Downs, Shelley Heustis, Carol Lawrence, 
Carol Morrison, and Ron Sumners) with your stories. 

 

WINTER SHELTER WELCOME TO SNOQUALMIE UMC 

November 30 – January 30 
The Snoqualmie Valley Winter Shelter plans to open here for overnight 
guests, starting November 30th. Overnight hours are 8:30 pm to 7:30 am. 
Folks in need of shelter can call or text 425-773-2874 to reach a shelter 
staff member, or show up before 10 pm once the overnight shelter is open.   

Interested in volunteering? Sign up to bring a meal through the shelters 
website svshelterservices.org. (Click on "Serve Beside Us" and scroll down 
to "provide a meal"; http://www.svshelterservices.org/provide-a-
meal.html .) For volunteers whod like to be more involved, a volunteer 
orientation will be held Monday November 18th 5:45-7:15 pm at the 
Snoqualmie Ridge Library.  

 

FOOD BANK FOOD OF THE MONTH 

Food of the Month: 

November - Cranberry Sauce & Stuffing 

December – Chili 

 

hi  h  b  k  h  i  

http://www.svshelterservices.org/provide-a-meal.html
http://www.svshelterservices.org/provide-a-meal.html
http://fullbellysisters.blogspot.com/2016/11/stuffed-endive-with-blue-cheese-pecans.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.new-educ.com/applications-android-libres-utiles-pour-lapprentissage-pendant-les-vacances
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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SPEAKING OF FOOD… 

Can you bring goodies once a month to Social Hour?  Please contact Wings facilitator Nancy Parsons at 425-444-4299 or 
email nancyparsons1@comcast.net and she will put you on that list of wonderful people. 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY MEAL  
Thursday, November 28, 3 - 5:30  
Join us in the social hall for Thanksgiving dinner this year! Were partnering with Snoqualmie Valley Shelter to host a 
neighborhood feast that welcomes all. Shelter guests, interfaith friends, and valley neighbors of all persuasions welcome.  
For those whod like to volunteer or contribute food, please sign up through svshelterservices.org.  

 

AYE, THERE’S THE SHRUB 

Trustee Shelley Huestis is ready to remove these hedges in order to allow more 
access to the sidewalk there.  If you have suggestions for an alternative planting or 
art to beautify that space, please let her know!  She welcomes your input at 
shelleyhuestis@gmail.com, in person on Sundays, or find her phone number in the 
church directory.  

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Songs of Light on the Longest Night 
Saturday December 21st, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, downtown 
Snoqualmie Gazebo (7071 Railroad Ave. SE) 
Songbooks with traditional Christmas Carols will be on hand. Dress 
warmly and bring friends of all ages. Cocoa and cookies provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nancyparsons1@comcast.net
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LOVE SNOQUALMIE EVENT A BIG SUCCESS 

The valley-wide event invited volunteers to contribute to a variety of projects: tree-planting, visiting care centers, and 
writing soldiers among them. Kim Sherrill, Maple Sherrill-Addington, Jim and Ramsey Mayhew were among the 
hundreds of participants! Many thanks to the events coordinators, and we can mark calendars now for another round of 
neighborly fun on October 3, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT IN DOWNTOWN SNOQUALMIE  

Wendy Holloway worked her festive magic alongside a number of other candy-stop 
displays on the boardwalk this Halloween.  The Trunk or Treat event was coordinated 
through LifeCommunity Church and involved a number of faith-based partnerships. 
Thanks also to Carol Lawrence, Rudy Edwards, the dinosaur, cloaked wizard, and all 
the other young visitors in costume.  
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                               

 Photos by Reri McLean and Greg Downs 

 

Congregational Sendoff for Penny Grady 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Reri McLean 
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Celebration of Choir Director Harley Brumbaugh 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms  

Anabelle Court 
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

If you have any suggestions or ideas for me for future issues, please let me 
know!  

Thanks, Toddie Downs (toddiedowns@yahoo.com) 

 
 

Contact Us 

Snoqualmie United Methodist 
Church 
38701 SE River St. 
Snoqualmie WA 98065 
425-888-1697 
pastor@snoqualmieumc.com 
www.snoqualmieumc.com 

SNOQUALMIE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
38701 SE River St. 
Snoqualmie WA 98065 
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