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THIS IS US
When we at SUMC are asked what we like about our
church, many of us answer, “The people.” This column
will focus on the individuals that make up "The
people."
The Welcoming Committee hopes this will bring us a
little closer to knowing that person we pass in the
church hall or sit two pews behind in Sunday worship
or nod to as we pour our Fellowship coffee. We're an
interesting assortment.

Richard Whetsell
Richard Whetsell was born in Woodward, Oklahoma. His hero is the Franciscan Fr. Richard Rohr. He discovered they
have read all the same books after following Rohr’s daily readings on Facebook. He and Karolann chose to attend one of
Rohr’s retreats in New Mexico for their 50th anniversary. His proudest
accomplishment was bringing the Bridges out of Poverty program to the Owasso
United Methodist Church and watching lives being transformed. When asked,
“What makes you laugh?” he said “Incongruities!” His favorite authors are
Donna Markova who wrote about patterns of learning and Pia Melody who write
about codependence. He thinks his friends would describe him as “intense—
distracted—always thinking about something else in addition to what’s going on
here.” Spiritual growth—his or others’—is what feeds his soul.

Karolann Whetsell
Karolann was born in Pawhuska, Oklahoma on December 1. Her biggest hero is
the prophetess Huldah from 2 Kings 22. She is most proud of starting the Mens’
Kairos at Wildwood Correctional Center in Kenai, Alaska. Baby animals make
her laugh and her favorite book is the “The Clan of the Cave Bear” by Jean
Auel. Karolann is considered a “safe place” by her friends and journaling daily feeds her soul.
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Cathy Brumbaugh
Cathy Brumbaugh, originally from Portland, Oregon, delights in how the Lord brought
her and her husband, Harley, together through music at Central Washington University
and has kept them together for sixty-two years and given them two children, Heidi and
Blaine. One of her fondest memories is how, in 1958, their first year of marriage,
Harley, who played trumpet in a military band that needed a vocalist, told the band,
“Cathy can handle that!,” and she became one of their singers and handled it well.
Reading the Bible is important to Cathy, and she finds Bible study enriching and
enjoyable. She likes watching people walk their dogs and misses Dolly, their beloved
dog of sixteen years, and how Harley used to sing “Hello, Dolly!” to her in a way that
sounded just like Louis Armstrong.
Cathy loves to knit and takes pleasure in knitting prayer shawls, baby blankets, and blankets for her children and
grandchildren. An avid sports fan, Cathy drapes her Seahawks shawl over her couch before tuning into a game and
displays a Mariners moose when the Mariners are playing.
A First Soprano in SUMC’s Chancel Choir for twenty-two years, Cathy still handles it well.

Nancy McLean
Nancy was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and raised in West Allis, a suburb of
Milwaukee, home to manufacturing jobs and a simple lifestyle. All of Nancy’s
grandparents were immigrants from Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Croatia. All four
of them came to the United States to have a better life.
Her maternal grandmother came at age 16 from Czechoslovakia. Nancy’s father was
born nine days after his parents arrived from Croatia. Nancy was raised in a Croatian
culture, attending Catholic church services in Croatian, singing Croatian hymns.
Nancy admires people like Mahatma Gandhi, Mother Theresa, Annie Sullivan and her
student Helen Keller. But closer up, she always saw her two grandmothers as her
heroes. They were both strong women: each faced challenges that shaped and strengthened them; and Nancy’s mother
often told her that she is a combination of the two of them. Nancy’s conclusion: she is short like they both were, and she is
a peacemaker - a peacemaker who can also be quick tempered!
Nancy states that as much as she has always loved teaching, her greatest accomplishment is having raised three children
who are genuinely good people. They in turn have given her seven wonderful grandchildren. Since retiring, Nancy has
enjoyed extensive travel, as well as spending time with her family, especially her grandchildren. Lucky them.

Brian Finney
Bryan Finney, a Seattle native, admires his sister, Cynthia, who nursed for years in the
villages of Central America at a time when death squads there were propping up
dictators. His proudest accomplishments are getting his wife, Dawn, to marry him, and
helping twenty five million blind, disabled, and deployed military men and women
living abroad to vote.
Bryan’s favorite author is Winston Churchill. His favorite book is “A Short History of
Nearly Everything” by Bill Bryson. Described by his friends as “frustratingly optimistic”,
Bryan loves his son, Charles Grant’s, humor and feels nourished in his soul when
catching a small trout on a small fly on a small stream in the mountains.
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WORSHIP FORECAST
Gathering on Zoom for the Time Being
Sundays at 10:30 am
We gather on Zoom: https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/801896850 . If dialing in
by phone, call 1-253-215-8782 and note meeting ID #: 801 896 850. One can
also access the service through the home page of our church
website, www.snoqualmieumc.org.

September 6 – Ed Morrison will preach, drawing upon insights from the book of Job. Rev. Melvin Woodworth will lead
us in holy communion. Please have a bit of bread and juice on hand for consecration. Music with Michelle Wilkinson.

September 13 – Fall worship series begins: Apocalypse Now! Introduction to Revelation: The Persecution and the
Kingdom and the Patient Endurance. Read Revelation 1:1-20. Music with Michelle Wilkinson.

September 20 – #Message2Church. (Apocalypse Now! series part 2.) Read Revelation 2:1-3:22. Music with Michelle
Wilkinson. Inclusion Committee’s personal story sharing by Karolann Whetsell.

September 27 – Passionate Worship (Apocalypse Now! Part 3.) Read Revelation 4:1-5:14.
October 4 – Sealed by the Living God (Apocalypse Now! 4.) Read Revelation 6:1 – 11:19
October 11 – Satan’s Trinity (Apocalypse Now! 5.) Read Revelation 12:1-14:20. Music with Toddie Downs.
October 18 – Plagues and Empire’s Demise (Apocalypse Now! 6.) Read Revelation 15:1-18:24. Music with Michelle
Wilkinson.

October 25 – God’s Victory and Final Judgment (Apocalypse Now! 7) Read Revelation 19:1-20:15
November 1 – All Saints Day – New Heaven & New Earth (Apocalypse Now! Conclusion.) Read Revelation 21:1-22:21.
Holy Communion. Music with Michelle Wilkinson.
For All Saints, please share in advance the names of departed loved ones you'd like to honor. Email or text names to Pastor
Lee by Friday October 30 (pastorlee@snoqualmieumc.org, 425-444-5556). Please indicate if a person has died in the past
year (i.e. since our last All Saints Observance 11/3/119) so that special ribbons can be created for those most recently
departed. One additional note: clocks fall back one hour this Sunday morning (2 am 11/3).

LEARNING CIRCLE TO STUDY REVELATION
Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8 pm
Starting Wednesday September 16 Jacque Lindstrand will be facilitating an exploration of
Revelation with our weekly Learning Circle. Three Months with Revelation by Justo Conzález
will serve as guide. The book includes daily readings and suggestions for reflection and action.
Purchase the book at your favorite online bookseller, or buy one of the 5 copies Pastor Lee will
have on hand starting September 13. The book costs $12. Claim one of our 5 copies by texting
425-444-5556 or email pastorlee@snoqualmieumc.org.
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We gather on Zoom through this link https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/99508693698 or call 253-215-8782 and offer meeting
ID number 99508693698 when asked. The Zoom link is the same every Wednesday 6:30 – 8 pm for the duration of the
study. You may also access it on the upcoming events page of our website, under calendar, at www.snoqualmieumc.org.

A NOTE FROM BISHOP STANOVSKY
IN PREPARATION FOR PNW ANNUAL CONFERENCE
God is leading the human family through troubling, disrupted, hopeful
times. The Pacific Northwest Conference is finding its way on an uncharted
path.
COVID-19 has reset the rhythms of our lives in many ways: personally, in our
families, our work, the nation and the world. The calendar of The United
Methodist Church has been reset to protect public health and prevent dangerous spread of the disease.
Many Americans have heard and heeded the demand to dismantle attitudes and systems of racism, that were codified in
the Christian Church 500 years ago in Europe, exported through colonial expansion around the world, and have not been
rooted out since. Today, they are still deeply embedded in personal attitudes, cultural assumptions, relationship networks
and social systems. The United Methodist Church participates in these oppressive patterns in both obvious and hidden
ways. We are called to dismantle racism with a new urgency at this time, as the cruel and lethal costs of institutionalized
racism are being revealed in undeniable and immediate images.
Amidst all of this, individual United Methodist churches and ministries are reimagining life together during times that
stretch us beyond the norms and practices with which we are familiar. We have important work ahead of us — much that
we can do better together — as we find ways to respond to God’s leading in calls for justice and purposeful connection.
What a blessed and troubled time to be the Church!
May God bless, keep and lead us as we live with and for our neighbors.

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky

PNW ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
September 17, 3:30 – 5:30, and 7 – 9 pm
Linda Boord (Lay Representative) and Pastor Lee (Clergy Representative) will be participating in this year’s virtual Annual
Conference of Pacific Northwest United Methodist congregations. “Visitors” are welcome to attend the Annual Conference
Session via livestream, with details to be announced soon. Find out more at our conference website, www.PNWUMC.org.
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HAPPY NEW SCHOOL YEAR
Love and blessings to all the students,
teachers and staff starting up a new school
year. We especially lift up Adam, Andrew,
Anna, Alex, Andrew, Ben, Bianca, Charles
Grant, Dora, Edmond, Eli, Elle, Finn, Ian,
Jackson, Liann, Lilian, Maple, Paisley,
Rachel, Stella, Tess, Will, and Will. Here’s
to adventures in learning, teaching, and
grace!

CHAMPIONS OF THE
UPPER ROOM
Diane Keener (left) and Pat
Cokewell (right) are among those in
the congregation who reflect daily
on scripture and life with God,
prompted by daily devotionals in the
Upper Room. We have paper copies
that can be hand-delivered or
mailed from the church. If you’d like
a copy of the September/October
edition, please contact Pastor Lee
(425-444-5556, pastorlee@snoqualmieumc.org). The devotionals can also be accessed online at
https://upperroombooks.com/neweverymorning/.

Thanks for Sharing
the Parking Lot!

Cristen and family appreciated finding safe
harbor in our parking lot while they waited
for an opening at Tall Chief for their RV.
xxxxxx

Thanks for your hospitality.
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WHAT DOES REVELATION
REVEAL?
For 8 weeks this fall we’ll be exploring
major themes and images from the book of
Revelation. What with climate change,
Covid-19, and tyrannical leanings in our
national politics, some may find the book of
Revelation surprisingly on point this
season. But in Biblical context “apocalypse”
does NOT mean the end of the world. It
means revealing, or uncovering…. What is
God revealing and urging us to see these
days? The urgent invitation in John of Patmos’ time, in many times since, and for us today remains the same: live
faithfully now.

FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO
If you missed the August Zoom viewing and discussion of this film, you might
want to rent it online through First Run Features:
https://watch.firstrunfeatures.com/products/for-they-know-not-at-first-runfeatures .
Due to scheduling challenges, that may be the best option at this point. The
Inclusion Committee encouraged us to view this documentary in order to hear the
real-life stories it shares, while understanding some may take issue with its
inherent political backdrop. Those who watched it and later reflected together on
Zoom were grateful for community with which to consider the church’s
unfortunate role in fostering hate and discrimination of LGBTQIA+ persons. If
anyone wants to host a shared viewing and discussion once again on Zoom please
contact Carol Morrison (emilooh@comcast.net).

NEW CONGREGATIONAL PHONE TREE?

Simple phone calls can go a long way in keeping us connected during these times of
social distancing. If you’d like to help set up a Snoqualmie UMC phone tree, please
contact Pastor Lee (425-444-5556, pastorlee@snoqualmieumc.org).
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH: SUMMER BLESSINGS

This summer a group of fairies moved into the cavity left between
two large maple trees by a stump that rotted away from between
their bases. The new faery house is a delight for our grandchildren.
– Mel Woodworth

Photo by Mel Woodworth

Photo by Carol Lawrence

Tally as my Canine Companion …Plus ZOOM gatherings to keep from going
insane…than goodness for that venue…
Pilates and yoga classes, a writing class, Happy Hours with friends, family
meetings each week for important connections, work meetings with Terra as
she searches for her next job and, of course, our weekly church services.
-Lucinda Hauser
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Making a path to walk on – Jeanie Mandas Huling

Fish jumping in the river at Ed and Carol’s place – Ed Morrison

Telling our story is an important part of
our faith journey. This summer it has been a privilege to hear your
stories at break out times in the worship service and at Wed night
learning circle. Plus being able to tell my story has been such a blessing.
– Jacque Lindstrand

After 2 years in the dark, the light at Seguin Island, Georgetown,
Maine was re-lit and will once again bring sailors safely home from
sea. – Cyndy Carney
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS
If you have any suggestions or ideas for me for future issues, please let me
know!
Thanks, Toddie Downs (toddiedowns@yahoo.com)

Contact Us
Snoqualmie United Methodist
Church
38701 SE River St.
Snoqualmie WA 98065
425-888-1697
pastor@snoqualmieumc.com
www.snoqualmieumc.com

SNOQUALMIE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
38701 SE River St.
Snoqualmie WA 98065
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