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SAVE THE DATES
Saturday, November 13, 11:00
am (Zoom): Charge
Conference

THIS IS US
When we at SUMC are asked what we like about our church, many of us
answer, “The people.” This column focuses on the individuals that make up
"the people."

Jacqualin “Jacque” Lindstrand

Tuesday, November 22, 6:308:00 pm (Zoom): Advent
Learning Circle

When asked “What feeds your soul?”
Jacque didn’t pause very long. She said,
“My nephew does pottery and a plate he
made came today. That feeds my soul.”
She went on to talk about her love of
Christmas Eve: Services at 8
creativity. She has been making banners
pm (in-person/Zoom) and
and decorating the altar and sanctuary for
11:45 (Zoom)
over 30 years. For 5 years she was part of
a conference worship team with Pastor
Beryl Ingram and created banners used at
the yearly United Methodist PNW Annual Conference.
Jacque went back to the University of Washington at age 50 and completed a degree in Women’s Studies with an emphasis
in minorities. She went on to graduate with a Master’s Degree at age 60 in “Transforming Spirituality” from Seattle
University. She says that the banners connect her to the Sacred through creativity. As for some kind of life purpose, she
says, “The Universe does not care what. Just be at it!” Small groups are soul food for her, and she has facilitated Learning
Circles at the church and experienced the joy of being part of small groups. Jacque brings her creativity to a sewing class at
Echo Glen, a facility for troubled youth.
Her parents were a Montana cowboy and a nurse from Minnesota, who met and wed in Missoula, where Jacque was born.
She grew up in Billings with two brothers. Her love of sewing began at nine in 4-H. She traces her creative roots to her
maternal grandmother who was known for her knitting and sewing.
Her son, Scott, and wife, Diane, and their 16-year-old daughter, Ava, live in North Bend. Her daughter, Spike, and
husband, Marcel, live in Yokohama, Japan. Marcel is Swiss. Their son, Zack, is a high school teacher in Tampa. Their
daughter, Zoe, is in marketing in the LA area.
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Toddie Downs
Toddie Downs, a member of SUMC for 15 years, was born in Front Royal, Virginia. In terms of
genealogy, “I’m a little bit of a mutt,” she says. “English and Scottish, mostly.” She and Greg,
along with their kids Will and Liann, moved to the Northwest from Cleveland, Ohio sixteen years
ago, just a month after returning home from adopting Liann from China.
Toddie’s friends would describe her as “kind and a good listener.” She admires ordinary people
who step outside their comfort zones to meet hard challenges and is most proud of “raising two
people to be decent human beings.” She enjoys reading novels by Fredrik Backman and mysteries
by Tana French. Her husband, Greg, makes her laugh “all the time,” and she enjoys the comedy of
Tig Notaro, Wanda Sykes, and The Goes Wrong Show.
When she’s not working as a pediatric speech language pathologist, or parenting Liann and Will, or creating the Circuit
Rider, or providing tech support for Sunday morning services, Toddie feeds her soul with making and listening to music.
She nourishes our souls with her powerful voice and her sweet guitar.

WORSHIP FORECAST
We continue to take COVID precautions while in the church building, including vaccine verification, mask-wearing and
physical distancing between households. Those who prefer Zoom join with meeting ID # 801 896 850. Thanks to Tech
Deacons Greg & Toddie Downs and Alma Gomez for ongoing improvements to the online experience. Extra
gratitude also for Wendy Holloway's children's ministry on Sunday mornings!
Worship details sometimes change. See our website for the latest information: www.snoqualmieumc.org.

November 7 - All Saints Day Observance with Communion. Share names of beloved saints who have "crossed
over" during this past year with Pastor Lee by Friday October 29 (425-444-5556). Special ribbons will be made in their
honor, decorating the tintinnabulum. Core text: John 13:33-35, also Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 146. Zoom only this Sunday,
except for the worship team. Have bread and drink ready for consecration and use during communion. Congregational
conversation follows shortly after worship, online.

November 14 - A Handful of Flour, Stewardship for 2022. Core text 1 Kings 17: 8 - 16. Music with Michelle
Wilkinson. Worship in person and/or online.

November 21 - Thanksgiving Celebration. Core text Hebrews 10:11-25. Christ the King Sunday. Music with
Toddie Downs. Worship in person or online.

November 28 - Advent begins. The Work of Waiting, 1. Core text Luke 21:25-36. Also Psalm 25:1-10, Jeremiah
33:14-16. Music with Michelle Wilkinson. Worship in person and/or online.
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December 5 - Advent continues. The Work of Waiting, 2. Core text Luke 3:1-6. Music with Michelle Wilkinson.
Zoom only this Sunday. Have a bit of bread and drink ready for consecration and use during communion.

December 12 - Advent continues. The Work of Waiting, 3. Core text Luke 3:7-18. Also Isaiah 12:2-6. Music with
Michelle Wilkinson. Worship in person and/or online.

December 19 - Advent continues. The Work of Waiting, 4. Core text Luke 1:39 - 55. Music with Toddie Downs.
Worship in person and/or online.

CHRISTMAS EVE - Sacred story, song, and candle lighting, 8 pm for all ages, in person and/or on Zoom.
Midnight "mass" at 11:45 pm, online only.

December 26 - Christmas continues. Guest preacher. Music with Michelle Wilkinson.

- For worship updates and occasional revisions
please visit the worship page on our website: www.snoqualmieumc.org . –

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE & CALL TO MINISTRIES
PLEDGING WITH PURPOSE, 2022
Thanks to the miracle of your everyday generosity, Snoqualmie UMC
continues to be a beacon of Christ's Light in the valley, and across our
own lives and relationships.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under
CC BY-SA-NC

Looking back at 2021 so far, we can count many blessings: You
welcomed Snoqualmie Valley Shelter guests to full time shelter in the
church building for several months. You grew in love for God and each
other through worship, break out rooms, learning circle, and coffee
hour conversations. You cared for one another with meals, cards,
visits, prayer shawls, phone calls, and shared grief. You prayed with
and for one another, the valley, and the world. Compelled and
equipped by the Spirit, you made yourselves a presence at the food
pantry, shelter, senior center, and Echo Glen. You mentored students
through Empower Youth Network. You served in local public office,
and as teachers, and managers, and laborers - all of you ministers in
whatever setting. You preserved and advanced the local church also,
taking care of the building, training with new technology, recording
music, shepherding worship details, finance, and community decision
making. You came out as a Reconciling Congregation!

The year ahead is ripe with promising possibilities. How do you want
to participate? What do you long to build, give, and receive?
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November is our usual time to prayerfully consider upcoming financial pledges and ministry opportunities. Watch the
mail for our 2022 giving brochure. We will consecrate these offerings in worship on November 21, part of our
Thanksgiving celebration. Shine on!

PASTOR LEE ON RENEWAL LEAVE IN GUATEMALA
January 8 through March 6
Many months ago the Lead Team approved my
request for two months away, and it's suddenly
almost upon us! I will be studying Spanish and
volunteering on a coffee farm near Antigua.
Melissa Bortnick, a gifted candidate for
ordained ministry, looks forward to serving as
interim pastor during that time. Everyone can
meet Melissa during the Congregational
Conversation planned for December 12 shortly
after worship, and there will be many
opportunities to join her in ministry throughout
January and February. I'm excited that our
congregation has this opportunity to shape,
learn from, and journey with Pastor Melissa
over the course of these weeks. Have fun! - Pastor Lee

ADVENT WITH THE LEARNING CIRCLE
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8 pm, starting November 22
facilitated by Jacque Lindstrand via Zoom, Meeting ID # 995
0869 3698

Join the Learning Circle for Advent! We'll be reading and responding to
Underdogs and Outsiders: A Bible Study on the Untold Stories of
Advent.
Here's an overview: Matthew names five women in the family tree of
Jesus: Tamar, a forgotten daughter-in-law and widow; Rahab, a
prostitute; Ruth, a foreigner; the wife of Uriah, an adulteress; and of
course, Mary, a young virgin. This Advent study explores the stories of
each of these five women, showing how they all played a pivotal role in
God's purposes. The Gospel of Matthew reminds us to look for God in
unexpected places during this Advent season.
Books can be purchased through one's favorite bookseller.

[4]

WHAT IF MY NEIGHBOR NEEDS HELP?
Karolann Whetsell, Outreach Committee
In 2018-2019, leaders from Hopelink,
Encompass, Mt Si Senior Center, Snoqualmie
Valley Food Bank, and the Snoqualmie Valley
Community Network convened a diverse group
of community members to form the non-profit
Supportive Community for All (SFCA). Their purpose is to support a growing coalition in the Snoqualmie Valley that
works together to ensure that all community members have access to the resources they need to thrive, and to coordinate
services to eastern King County residents, whose needs are different from those in western King County. Valley people
have an ethos of self-reliance that sets them apart from other communities, and they often need anonymity because of the
small-town nature of the Valley.
This group learned about the barriers that make it difficult for community members to access human services. They
undertook a way to make people aware of what help is available and find the services they need.
Snoqualmie United Methodist Church is one of the referring partners. Snoqualmie Valley is a fantastic place, and we want
more and more people to have the chance to truly enjoy living here and being able to have access to every resource they
need to have a more comfortable lifestyle. You will hear from time to time of/from families in our community who could
use these services and, if you were aware, you could refer them to where they might find help. Some of the services are
help/support for: addiction, grief, gambling, cancer support, ethnic groups, literacy, migrants, native Americans, dental,
disability, blind, employment, financial assistance, food, clothing, gas, shelters, eviction assistance, legal aid, medical,
suicide, transportation, victims, LBGQTI+, and seniors.
We at SUMC are no strangers to supporting those in our community. Many people from our church are already
volunteering at the Food Bank, Echo Glen, Encompass Youth mentors, and Mt. Si Senior Center. We have been a host
building for Shelter Services and several members put together a Friday meal for them once a month.
Follow SFCA on Facebook at “Supportive Community for All” and on their website
https://asupportivecommunityforall.org/. Other information can be found on the Snoqualmie Valley Community Netowrk
website “Healthy Community Coalition” page ( https://snoqualmievalleycommunitynetwork.org/healthy-communitycoalition/) . Interested parties should also print out the “Quick Resource Guide” on the website:
https://snoqualmievalleycommunitynetwork.org/community-resources/quick-resource-guide/

SUMC TO WELCOME A NEW PASTOR IN JULY '22
After 7 years of ministry with Snoqualmie UMC, Pastor Lee will not be seeking reappointment after July 1. Of course there is still a good deal of time to grow in Spirit,
service, and joy together before July arrives. Nonetheless, being clear about this
discernment early in the process puts Snoqualmie in a strong position for connecting
with the next good-fit pastor. In the United Methodist denomination, pastors are
appointed by the Bishop, often with advice from her cabinet, and approved by the local
church Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee. Folks can find out more about Pastor
Lee's anticipated transition at the next Congregational Conversation, shortly after
worship on November 7.
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS
If you have any suggestions or ideas for me for future issues, please let me
know!
Thanks, Toddie Downs (toddiedowns@yahoo.com)

Contact Us
Snoqualmie United Methodist
Church
38701 SE River St.
Snoqualmie WA 98065
425-888-1697
pastor@snoqualmieumc.com
www.snoqualmieumc.com

SNOQUALMIE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
38701 SE River St.
Snoqualmie WA 98065
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